
Can the motion be

Motion  
[with corresponding  
PSAC rule of order]

Action 
What to say

Can the speaker  
be interrupted?

Does it require  
a seconder?

Is the motion  
debatable?

Is the motion  
amendable?

Reconsidered Tabled Referred
What vote is  
required?

Adjourn [19 (a)] Adjourn the meeting I move that we adjourn … NO YES NO NO NO NO NO Simple

Question of privilege [19 (c)] Raise an issue that is preventing  
people from fully participating in  
the meeting (e.g. cannot hear the  
speaker, interpretation issues).

Point of priviledge YES NO NO² NO NO NO NO Immediate ruling 
by the Chair¹¹

Appeal or Challenge  
to the Chair [13]

Vote on whether the Chair’s  
decision should stand.

I appeal the Chair’s decision 
or  
I challenge the Chair on …

YES³ YES NO4  The challenger 
and the Chair may 
each explain their  
reasoning.

NO N/A NO NO Simple

Point of order [19 (d)] Raise a concern when it is believed 
that the rules aren’t being followed.

Point of order YES NO NO NO NO NO NO Immediate ruling 
by the Chair

Suspend the rules Temporarily suspend the rules of 
order.

I move that we suspend the rules of order 
to allow …

NO YES NO NO NO NO NO Unanimous

Table [19 (e)] Suspend further consideration of 
something.

I move we table … NO YES NO 
The mover may give 
their reason.

NO NO — NO Simple

Previous question — Limit  
debate [9 (a), (b), (c) and 19 (f)]

End debate immediately and proceed 
to a vote  
or  
Limit debate as specified (time and 
number of speakers)

I move that the previous question be  
now 
or  
I call the question  
or  
I move that debate be limited to (time and 
number of speakers)

NO YES 
It must be 
seconded by 
someone who 
has not spoken 
on the motion.

NO  
The mover may give 
their reason.

NO6 
Exception - only 
on time alloted 
and number of 
speakers for a 
motion to limit 
debate. 

YES NO NO 2/3

Postpone to a definite time 
[19 (g)]

Postpone consideration of something 
to a later time.

I move we postpone this matter until  
(specific date or time).

NO YES NO7 
The mover may give 
their reason.

YES 
On date or time

YES YES8 NO Simple

Refer [12] Have something studied further before 
voting.

I move that we refer this matter to a  
committee.

NO YES 
Must include  
instructions

NO7 
The mover may give 
their reason.

YES 
On the method  
of disposition

YES YES — Simple

Amendment [10 (a), (b), (c)] Amend a motion I move that this motion be amended by … NO YES YES YES YES YES YES Simple

Postpone indefinitely Delay the consideration of something 
to an unspecified time.

I move that this matter be postponed 
indefinitely.

NO YES YES7 
Only on AP

NO YES NO NO Simple

Main motion Introduce business (a primary motion) I move that … NO YES YES YES YES YES YES Simple

Reconsideration9 
[20]

Reconsider something  already  
disposed of.

I move that we reconsider the motion to 
…

NO YES YES7 
Only on AP

NO — YES NO 2/310 notice

Rescind — Repeal Cancel or reverse a previous decision. I move we rescind our decision to … NO YES YES — YES10 notice YES YES 2/310 notice

A/P Advisability¹² / Propriety¹³
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REFERENCE GUIDE - PSAC CONVENTION RULES OF ORDER   (adopted in 2025)

1.	 Motions or points are listed in order of precedence. When one item is pending, another listed  
above it can be introduced. 

•	 Corresponding rules of order are listed in brackets  
e.g.: [13] 

•	 Motions to adjourn, recess, table or postpone to a future (definite) time shall not be moved  
a second time until there has been an intermediate proceeding of business dealt with by the  
Convention [19]. 

2.	 No debate is permitted on a question of privilege. However, the member raising the question may 
explain their reasons and the Chair may provide reasons for its ruling. 

3.	 An appeal is not in order unless made immediately following the decision of the Chair.  

4.	 An appeal is not debatable. However, the challenger may give their reasons for doing so and the 
Chair may state reasons before putting the question. 

•	 Any delegate may challenge a decision of the Chair.  

•	 The challenge requires a seconder.  

•	 Immediately and without debate, except that the challenger and the Chair may respectively 
give their reasons for the challenge and the decision, the Chair shall put the question:  
“Shall the decision of the Chair be sustained?”  

•	 The Chair shall not have to accept a challenge if it is on a point of fact or law.  

5.	 The main question is not debatable but the reasons for moving the previous question or limiting  
debate may be given.  

6.	 A motion to limit debate may be only amended with respect to time and/or the number of speakers 
permitted. 

7.	 This motion is not debatable. However, the mover can explain their reasons to move their motion. 

8.	 A motion to table is in order but would have little effect on the outcome of a motion to postpone  
to a definite time. 

9.	 The mover of a motion of reconsideration must have voted with the prevailing side. If the question 
was previously decided by a secret ballot, a vote for reconsideration of the question must be taken 
by secret ballot. 

10.	 A motion to reconsider or rescind should be preceded by a notice of motion at the previous sitting  
or notice in the posted agenda of the meeting. The notice of motion is not debatable. 

11.	 But subject to appeal against the ruling of the Chair. 

12.	 Advisability of motions refers to the relevance, legality/rules compliance, not repeating a debate/ 
discussion already held.   
 e.g.: “Postpone to a certain time” is designed allow limited debate only on whether postponing the 
matter is appropriate, not on the substance of the main motion itself.  

13.	 Propriety in debate and conduct: Debate must be directed to the merits of the questions, not the 
motives or personality of members. Personal attacks are out of order. All remarks should be directed 
to the Chair, not to other members directly. Members must maintain proper decorum, and the Chair 
has a duty to maintain order.   

 

Footnotes 


